
Representation regarding Licensing application of J & J Robertson T/A Esthwaite 
Water Trout Fishery Dec 2018 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
I own .  The property is available to rent 52 
weeks of the year for holiday guests and is also used personally. We use a local agent in 
the village of Hawkshead and local cleaning staff as well as employing and providing 
accommodation for on site staff. Our guests also contribute to the local economy and 
businesses when they stay. We are situated on the opposite side of the water to the 
Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery (EWTF). 
 
We are objecting to the above licensing application for the following reasons (explained 
in more depth later) : 

A) Noise and Light Pollution Nuisance. 
B) Track record of recent events held at EWTF.  
C) Impact on wildlife and environment. 
D) Possible inaccuracies in the information provided on the application and possible 

conflicts of lease. 

Please note that we do support (and will continue to support) the main business of EWTF 
through our business by : 

• providing our guests with promotional material obtained form the EWTF 
regarding fishing licences and osprey viewing tours 

• and making our guests aware of the white buoyed exclusion area that EWTF have 
put in place and rigorously enforce on Esthwaite, to prevent people other than 
EWTF staff and paying customers being too close to the Osprey nest and 
disturbing the Osprey’s peace. 

 
The issuance of a licence, we feel will detract from the tranquillity and cause more noise, 
light pollution, nuisance to the surrounding wildlife, dwellings, business and the quiet 
enjoyment of holidaymakers to the area. 
 
Some background and pertinent information 
Esthwaite Water and the surrounding area are some of the most unspoiled in the national 
park. The shores of the lake are not built up and the site (including the area applying for 
the licence) is designated as a SSSI and further details can be found at: 
 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1003123&Site
Name=thwa&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea 
 
Natural England can be contacted for their views at CumbriaAreaTeam@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
and the contact name is Melanie Fletcher. Issues affecting this SSSI site should be 
notified to Natural England and I would have thought that the licence application, fires, 
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amplified music with the sale of alcohol to people then remaining overnight on a 
campsite with access to 1  toilet per gender for up to 500 pe ople, would be of concern to 
Natural England as it is to us. 

A s can be seen at the following site map the SSSI area shaded in green)  ext ends to the 
road boundary and thus the area where alcohol is to be sold consumed and where people 
will be erecting tents and staying overnight all falls into the SSSI : 
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/M agicM ap.aspx ? startTopic= D esignations& activelayer= sssiIn
dex& que ry= H Y P ER L INK % 3D % 271003123% 27 

A )  N oise and  l igh t p ol l ution nuisance -    
This application identifies that the area where people will be consuming alcohol will be 
on a terrace on the shore of the lake and the licence will allow up to 500 pe ople to be 
present. This is open to the air and both voices and amplified music carry very well 
across the water to B roomriggs.  



I have owned the property for 15 years and have a very loyal group of repeat guests who 
mostly remark on the tranquility and peace in the area and the view across the lake.  
 
Recently there has been a large white covering (like a gazebo) which would keep rain off 
people but is open to the air on all sides so would not restrict sound. The application 
speaks of a seasonal marquee which in itself may contravene both Natural England and 
terms of the lease (see below). 
 
As has been noted that levels of noise at events held under the current management have 
already caused nuisance and concerns from people staying at Broomriggs and other local 
properties both closer and further away. 
 
Broomriggs land is over 1km from the license application site but because sound carries 
very well (indeed can be amplified) over water the noise level is more substantial than 
you would think. It is surprising and is even worse if the wind is also in the same 
direction. Especially in the late evening, when the only enduring sounds that are heard are 
wildlife or naturally based, amplified, OR (non-amplified music) would most certainly 
carry and be both intrusive and detract from the tranquility of the area. 
 
If there are gatherings in the evening there would also need to be adequate outdoor 
lighting for safety and convenience and this would also cause a greater degree of light 
pollution in the area where currently there is very little. 
 
If people are mostly camping the night on site, it is more likely that drinking and 
associated or independently generated noise will continue after 23.00.  
 
 
B) Track record of events held at EWTF under the same management 

There have been several events held at EWTF (hopefully under issuance of a temporary 
licence) and they have caused nuisance through excessive noise and concerns from 
people staying at Broomriggs (and I also know that other local businesses have also had 
complaints and grave concerns as to the impact of their businesses if the licence would be 
granted). 

I understand (from a local business) that the police were called to at least one event in 
2018, however, I do not know the reason or date of attendance.  

By issuing a permanent licence it would be reasonable to assume the frequency of events 
being held would increase and as each past event has caused disturbance and noise 
nuisance, the negative effect on our businesses would be considerable. Over time we 
would be able to quantify this as we have dialogue with repeat our business.  

 



C) Impact on wildlife and environment 
 
As stated above the site applying for the license is within an SSSI. I am unaware as to 
whether a license application falls under planning but I believe that any potentially 
detrimental activity that is introduced to SSSI should be notified to Natural England. It 
would seem that a license that could allow up to 500 people listening to live or recorded 
amplified music, drinking sensibly or otherwise and then camping overnight on a SSSI 
site would be something that Natural England should be informed of and be allowed to 
comment and provide input. It would be quite a large departure and more intensive use, 
from current levels of activities on the site. 
 
I am unaware of whether Natural England have been informed and whether (in the 
normal course) the responsibility of informing them falls upon the council (if they are 
aware of such developments) or the license applicant. 
 
It is of note and concern, that there are a nesting pair of Osprey that are very close to the 
proposed campsite, music and proposed license venue. EWTF themselves have gone to 
great lengths to ensure that the Osprey nest surrounds are not disturbed even by non 
powered rowing boats getting too close to the nest, so I am very surprised that, close to 
the edges of the prescribed exclusion zone, amplified music, more outdoor lighting and 
up to 500 people having a good night and then camping would be considered to be 
acceptable and not cause the birds any distress.  
 
D) Possible inaccuracies in the information provided on the licence application and 
conflicts with the assigned lease of the property. 
 
We believe that the lease that covers the property and business has been assigned to the 
licence applicant and has Title Number of CU264407. There may have been amendments 
to the lease when it was assigned of which we are not aware, if this is the case and 
anything contrary to the following is correct we would of course withdraw this part of our 
objection.  
However if this is indeed the lease in place it does explicitly state under section 29  : 
 

- Not to use the property for any purpose or in a manner that would cause loss, 
damage injury, nuisance or inconvenience to the landlord, it’s other tenants or 
any other owner or occupier of neighbouring property. 

- Not to permit any caravans mobile homes (other than in the car park but NOT 
for overnight stay) or tents on the property OR the shores of the Lake 

- Not to Permit fires to be lit on the shores of the lake nor on the adjoining land 
 
Given the above : 

- We believe that a license granted would cause more nuisance and that events to 
date have shown this to be the case. 

- We understand from the license application that guests would be staying 
overnight on site in tents. I have been told that people have already stayed 
overnight in tents on other occasions. 



- We have also been informed that fires have been lit on the shores of the lake 
 
The lease also requires that any regulations of Natural England be carried out. 
 
Licence Application : 
On Page 17 of the licence application under : The prevention of public nuisance  
The applicant states that  
 

- The nearest residence is at least 500m from the Cafe. (Looking at Google maps 
this does not seem to be the case) 

-  Generally, patrons staying after 1800 will be camping on site.  (if the lease in 
place is indeed correct, see above, overnight camping stays would not be 
permissible and so it would be incorrect for the applicant to offer this) 

 

Whilst breach of lease is probably not the immediate concern of the licensing committee 
it is of note to  

In conclusion, whilst we most definitely support the underlying business of EWTF and 
will continue to promote this business to our guests, we must object to the granting of a 
licence, as it will be more detrimental to the area, our business and other local businesses. 
It will also detract from the quiet enjoyment of a very tranquil area whilst having a 
potentially damaging effect on the local flora and fauna 

Such events have already caused concerns and nuisance to both people staying at 
Broomriggs and other local business so increasing the frequency will increase these 
levels. 
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Ref: Licensing application of J & J Robertson Esthwaite Water Trout fishery Dec. 2018. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have owned  since November 2013, visiting the property 
for approx. 6 weeks every year and letting it to holiday makers for the remaining months. The 
letting agents are based in Hawkshead and use local cleaning staff. Guests shop and visit locally, 
thus contributing much to the economic wellbeing of the area. Because of our proximity (on the 
opposite side of Esthwaite Water) to Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery I wish to raise a number of 
objections to the above licensing application. 

1. Many of the guest who stay here comment on the peace and tranquillity of Broomriggs 
and the surrounding area. I am therefore very concerned that the issuing of this license 
will cause more noise, nuisance and (potentially) light pollution to this unspoiled area of 
the national park. This, I fear, will have a negative effect on wildlife, dwellings, business 
and the enjoyment of holidaymakers, who come here for quiet relaxation. Noise carries 
very clearly over the lake, even when not amplified, so the prospect of up to 500 people 
attending an outdoor gathering, drinking and listening to music just across the lake is 
bound to have a very negative impact on all those living in – or visiting - this area. Indeed, 
(although I have not been in residence myself on these occasions) I have heard from fellow 
flat owners that a number of events have already been held at the Trout Fishery which 
have led to concerns and complaints. I can only assume that, should this license be 
granted, we can expect many more of the same. 

 

2.  In recent years a lot of focus has been given by Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery to the pair 
of Ospreys that nest close to the Fishery. The owners have been very keen to prevent 
disturbance to the ospreys, creating an exclusion zone on the lake which prevents even 
rowing boats from getting too close. Given the proximity of the nest to the Fishery there 
must be a concern that the birds might be caused undo distress or discouraged from 
nesting or returning to the site in future. This in turn would have a negative effect on the 
economy of the area as the ospreys are, understandably, of great interest to locals and to 
holidaymakers who stay here at Broomriggs and elsewhere in the district. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to point out that I am very happy to support Esthwaite Trout 
Fishery in their activities of organising Osprey Safaris and providing fishing opportunities. 
There is information in the flat about these, as well as about the exclusion zone for those 
using our rowing boats on the lake. However, I can only reiterate my objections to the 
granting of this license because of the detrimental effect such activities will have on the 
people and wildlife of this beautiful, tranquil corner of the national park. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 



 
 

 

1.  

 

 

 

 





From: Licensing
To: Partington, Karen
Subject: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
Date: 08 January 2019 15:06:19

From:  
Sent: 08 January 2019 14:58
To: Licensing 
Subject: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
Dear Sir/Madam
Further to my letter dated 5 January 2019, I also oppose the application for a Premises Licence at
Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery on the grounds of Public Safety.
Alcohol and deep water, indeed any depth of water, do not mix.
Yours faithfully

Virus-free. www.avast.com

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________



































Re Application for premises Licence/Club premises Certificate: 
J&J Robertson, The Boat House Café, the Osprey Centre, Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery. 
 

 
 
Dear Licensing Manager, 
 
We live about 700m north of the Café on the west side of Esthwaite water. This is an area of natural 
peace and beauty situated in what is now a World heritage site with a large range of wildlife. We are 
objecting on the grounds of public nuisance. 
Public Nuisance: 
The most important fact to understand is that the venue sits in the base of what is an almost perfect 
sound bowl, formed by Esthwaite water and the surrounding hills. Noise is amplified by this and echoes 
around the area for many miles. To reduce noise pollution anglers are not permitted to use petrol 
outboards on the lake, only electric motors. 
 
It is stated in the application that, “ the terrace is adjacent and is where most of the licensable activity 
takes place where we have a seating area overlooking the lake and a seasonal marquee. The events he 
proposes are going to be held outside, the noise will not be muted in any way and is right next to the 
water which so effectively transmits the noise around the area and particularly straight across to Near 
Sawrey.  
The terrace (which he is currently extending!) is as far as we know actually in a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest. Should it be there? 
 
On the previous occasion that an event was held on a temporary licence in the summer of 2017, the 
noise ricocheted around the area until 11.58pm. To give you an idea of how good a sound bowl it is, the 
owner of the campsite in Hawkshead, over 2.5km away, spent the evening trying to find the campers on 
his site who he thought were playing the music. We live 700m away, with brand new double glazing and 
the thump of the base from the event made it completely impossible to sleep. The same event broke the 
terms of the licence and the Police were involved. 
 
In the application it comes across as though he will only have a few ‘events’ (they are never described in 
any detail) with less than 50 people. If he is granted an alcohol licence he automatically has a right to 
stage a wide range of events with up to 500 people. Once he has a licence the noise can only get worse. 
So far there has been one event which had an enormous and very detrimental impact on the area.  
 
There are two breeding Osprey pairs within 800m of the café. They are protected as a category 1 nesting 
birds and also a migratory birds. They nest between April and September and under the guidance on the 
govt. website for protection of wild birds, under activities that can harm birds is “creating disturbance, 
eg. Noise, lighting and vibration”. As the sound would carry directly across water to the nest 
unobstructed, they will be able to hear any noise from the café . There is also a wide variety of wildlife 
such that Natural England have also designated the area as a Ramsar site. We honestly don’t know what 
the disturbance to them would be, but can’t imagine it would be positive. 
 
        Increase of late night traffic noise and from the campsite. Although he states that most people 
attending events will camp there. Is the campsite licensed and ok on a SSSI? Would his septic tank 
arrangements cope with the excess demand?  If there are people camping there they will also add to the 
noise pollution. Depending on the size of the event there will be an increase in traffic, as some may not 
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camp, along the road from Hawkshead to the Osprey centre and with it, noise nuisance. Currently there 
is very little/almost no traffic in the evening, so any increase at all is going to be noticed. It is not an easy 
road with narrow parts where only one car can get through. Pedestrians may also walk from the venue 
to local holiday lets and this is definitely not a road that is safe to walk at night. 
 
When planning was granted for the fishery we are certain that by obtaining an alcohol licence and 
organising events, he is significantly changing what was envisaged for this site.  
The site is: 
A world Heritage site 
Covered by Natural England   SSSI and Ramsar  
Wild bird protection. 
This must surely be one of the most sensitive areas possible. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 



From:
To: Partington, Karen
Subject: Re: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
Date: 04 January 2019 16:00:27

Hi Karen
Whilst I have no objection in principle to what is proposed I do think a maximum decibel
level of noise should be a condition of any music and entertainment licence granted. The
great attraction of Esthwaite Water and its surrounding environs, for both residents and
tourists alike, is its peace and tranquility, particularly in the evening. That should in no way
be compromised by noise.
Kind regards

From: Partington, Karen 
Sent: 02 January 2019 09:30
To
Subject: FW: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
Dear 
Thank you for your email. The full application can be viewed on the SLDC web site:
https://www.southlakeland.gov.uk/business-and-trade/licensing-and-permits/alcohol-music-and-
late-night-refreshments-licences/premises-licences/public-register-of-licensing-act-applications/
Should you require any further assistance or guidance do not hesitate to contact the licensing
department at licensing@southlakeland.gov.uk
Yours sincerely
Karen Partington
Licensing Officer
From: publicprotection 
Sent: 02 January 2019 09:15
To: Partington, Karen 
Subject: FW: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
From:  
Sent: 01 January 2019 11:47
To: publicprotection <publicprotection@southlakeland.gov.uk>
Subject: FW: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery

From: 
Sent: 01 January 2019 11:39
To: publicprotection@southlakeland.com.uk
Subject: Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery
Dear Sirs

I understand that the proprietor of Esthwaite Water Trout Fishery, James Robertson, has
applied for a full on licence to sell liquor and has also applied for a music and
entertainment licence.
As a near neighbour I should be grateful if you would furnish me with full details of the
application to enable me to consider it further. I understand the closing date for objections
is 10 January 2019 and, obviously, I would much prefer to be apprised of the full facts



































From: Partington, Karen
To:
Cc: Licensing; 
Subject: RE: Esthwaite Trout Fishery Licence application to SLDC
Date: 04 January 2019 09:05:37

Dear ,
Thank you for your email as detailed below and the concerns raised.
To clarify the application process, the licensing authority must also comply with the
following legislation http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/17/contents .
The licensing authority have a duty to promote the four statutory licensing objectives
which are taken into account when considering an application. South Lakeland District
Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy sets out the basis on which decisions under the
Licensing Act 2003 will be made. https://www.southlakeland.gov.uk/content-searcher?
q=licensing+act
The application for a premises licence is submitted by the applicant to the licensing
authority and the following responsible authorities for consideration, t

· Public Protection
· Chief Officer of Police
· Cumbria Fire & Rescue
· Trading Standards
· Planning Authority, relevant to the premises location (SLDC, LDNP,YDNP)
· Childrens Services
· Director of Public Health
· Home Office (Immigration Enforcement) Alcohol Licensing Team

A representation can only be accepted by the licensing authority if it is to undermine one
of the four licensing objectives. A ‘relevant representation’ means representations which
are about the likely effect of the grant of the premises licence on the promotion of the
licensing objectives.

the prevention of crime and disorder
public safety
the prevention of public nuisance
the protection of children from harm

Should you wish to make a relevant representation linked to one of the above licensing
objectives, please submit it to licensing@southlakeland.gov.uk prior to the end of the
consultation date (9th January 2019)
Yours sincerely
Karen Partington
From:  
Sent: 03 January 2019 15:31
To: Partington, Karen 
Cc: Licensing ;  
Subject: FW: Esthwaite Trout Fishery Licence application to SLDC
FAO K.Partington, SLDC Licencing
Cc Melanie
We have been made aware of an application for an alcohol licence from Mssrs Robinson of
Esthwaite Trout Fishery. As we understand it they are seeking a licence to sell alcohol for
consumption both on and off the premises from 1100 to 1800 Monday to Thursday and 1100 to
2300 Friday through Sunday. We also understand that obtaining a licence would entitle them to
play music ( whether live, recorded, amplified) from 8am until 2300 without any further
permission to up to 500 (five hundred) people. I believe that the opportunity to make



representations ends on the 9th of January. Apologies if I have misunderstood in laying these
points out.
I would just like to highlight that Esthwaite Water is a Site of Special Scientific Interest notified in
part for its assemblage of breeding birds. Natural England would consider it prudent for SLDC to
consider the potential disturbance impact on breeding birds in the consideration of this licence
application. Melanie Fletcher (cc’d) looks after Esthwaite on behalf of Natural England but does

not return to work until 14th Jan. Given the deadline for representation I thought it might be
useful to get in touch prior to Melanie’s return to work, I spoke with the licensing department at
SLDC today who advised me to write an email rather that use SLDC’s standard representations
form.
I draw your attention to SLDC’s duty, under section 28G of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, as inserted by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, to take reasonable steps,
consistent with the proper exercise of SLDC’s functions, to further the conservation and
enhancement of the SSSI. If a proposal is likely to damage a special interest feature of the SSSI,
SLDC is required to give notice to Natural England before it grants permission. Failure to do so is an
offence
If SLDC have uncertainties as to the potential impact of granting an alcohol licence on the SSSI’s
breeding birds you may wish to consider giving Natural England written notice under section 28I
of the CroW Act. In responding to any notice from SLDC Natural England has 28 days in which to
give Advice that the permission may be granted, granted with conditions attached or that
permission is refused.
Regards

Email: 
Mob: 
Landline : 
Do you need help negotiating your way through environmental legislation ? Using
Natural England’s Advice Service at an early stage in the development of your
proposals can help minimise delay, uncertainty and overall costs. There are three
strands to this service: help with Planning Applications, help with Protected
Species Mitigation Plans and help with Consent to carry out works on Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have
received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents
and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated
attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on
Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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